YMCA of Saskatoon

Child Friendly Websites
Week 1
With most of the children at home during this COVID-19 event, the YMCA of
Saskatoon Child Development Centres would like to offer ideas and
suggestions for at-home learning, reading and activities.
Each week, our childcare development centres will include something for our
community to participate in at home in respect to all learning and development
areas.
The following website suggestions and excerpts are from a review of some of
the best websites for free online books for kids of all ages. Each website has
been investigated by one of our early childhood educators and has been
broken down into easy step by step instructions.
Please feel free to browse the links included, allowing yourselves and your
children to explore your old and new favourites from the world of online
literacy and language.

“Best Websites With Free Online Books For Kids”
Excerpts from; https://www.online-tech-tips.com/cool-websites/7-websiteswith-free-online-books-for-kids/
Oxford Owl

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/

Ages 3-11

“This award-winning website from Oxford University Press is your online
resource for children’s books and other reading activities.
It’s designed to support their learning at school and at home. Once you
register for free, you can access more than 250 free Oxford eBooks for kids
along with storytelling videos, games and guides that help them develop their
reading skills.”
Follow these easy steps to find and read free online eBooks for children:
1. Follow the link above to register for free, create your own login. Select
the Parent option.

2. Click on “Oxford Owl for Home”, or login as needed.

3. You can explore each category by age. This includes online books and
kids’ activities.

4. Choose a book. You can use the filters to help search age groups and
book types.

5. Use the functions at the bottom of screen to explore pages and listen to
story. You will need headphones or speakers for this.

6. Different age groups may appear differently, but will feature similar
functions.

Storyline Online

https://www.storylineonline.net/library/

Ages Kindergarten to Grade 4

“Storyline Online is another award-winning, interactive children’s literacy site
that features famous actors like Kevin Costner, Betty White, James Earl Jones,
Eva Longoria, and others reading children’s books alongside minor animation
elements.
Each video has a brief explanation below it showing details of the run time,
book author, illustrator, and publisher, suggested grade level, and a plot
summary.
Run by The Screen Actors Guild Foundation, the site offers books developed by
credentialed elementary educators and aims to strengthen verbal, written and
comprehension skills for English language learners.”
1. Follow the link above to access all books on Storyline Online.

2. Choose any book. Title selections will be available by alphabetical order.

3. Press the “play” token to listen to the story. You will need headphones or
speakers for this.

4. There are also “Teacher Activity Guides” included for each book.

5. There is also option to purchase the book for real, should it become a
favourite.

International Children’s Digital Library (ICDL) http://en.childrenslibrary.org/
Children of all ages

Various languages including; English Español Français Монгол Русский
“ICDL is a nonprofit organization that provides access to the best children’s
books of their culture, and cultures around the world regardless of where they
live. There are over 4,000 titles in 59 languages to choose from, that you can
read to your children.
If you want a personal bookshelf for your family, create a free account and
save your favorite kids’ books, set personal preferences, and bookmark books
you’d like to read later.
Alternatively, use the simple search interface to find suitable titles by age,
length of book, genres, reading level and more. You can also pick a book from
some of the featured titles on the home page, and read away for free
anonymously.
Once you have a few to get started, it’s easier to extract powerful themes from
the stories to help explain important lessons to your kids or allow them to
expand on the stories and create games out of them.”
1.Follow the link above to access all books with International Children’s Digital
Library. Create a login (free library account) for you and your child if you would
like to create a bookshelf.

Continue to Read Books, or Login as needed.

2. Children can fill out their interests on topics of books for a more relevant
search when registering.

3. Adults can register for their children and choose language and settings of
website.

4. Once registered, or after you have clicked Read Books, the children will have
access to a dashboard of options to choose from. They may select by age,
colour, language, non-fiction or fiction, as well as other categories, such as
fairy tales for example.

5. Choose the language of book you are looking for, and click on a book.

6. A description of the book will be available. Click on the book to read it.
Follow the arrow at the top of the screen and click on it to turn the page.

Open Library

https://openlibrary.org/

All Ages, Children - Adults

“This site is part of the nonprofit Internet Archive and houses a collection of
more than one million books, with access to over 22,000 free online books for
kids – classic and newer titles – for free.
It continually updates its collection of links to children’s books online, plus
other books, so you can rummage through the collection and find a few for
your own reading pleasure.”
1. Follow the link at the top of the page, and sign up for free to be able to
loan up to 10 books at one time. You can return books at any time and
take out more. This site has plenty of children’s books and books for
adults too.

2. Search for the “Kids” category.

3. Choose a book by clicking on it, and read, using the icons at the top of
the screen to turn the pages.

